CHAPTER III.

THE  ISCHIAN   EARTHQUAKES OF  MARCH 4-TH,  1881,
AND JULY  28TH,   1883.

SEPARATED from Italy by a distance of not more
than six miles, Ischia and the intermediate island of
Procida strictly form part of the Phlegrsean Fields,
the well-known volcanic district to the north of
Naples. Ischia, the larger of the two islands, is six
miles long from east to west, and five miles from north
to south, and contains an area of twenty-six square
miles. In 1881, the total population was 22,170, that
of Casamicciola, the largest town, being 3,963.

VOLCANIC  HISTORY OF  ISCHIA.

The central feature of Ischia is the great crater of
Epomeo (a, Fig. 14). On the south side, and partly
also on the east, the crater-wall has been broken
down and removed; the portion remaining is about
i J mile in diameter from east to west, and reaches a
height of 2,600 feet above the sea-level. All the upper
part of the mountain is composed of a pumiceous tufa,
rich in sanidine and of a characteristic greenish colour.
At two points, to the west near Forio and to the
north between Lacco and Casamicciola, this tufa is
seen reaching down to the sea; but, in all other parts,
it is covered by streams of trachitic Iava> by more
recent tufas, or by a deposit of marly appearance,,